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1. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE ACADEMIC COMPONENT 

 
 

Indicator Name  

Field of knowledge, 
educational and 

professional programme / 
education and research 

program, education level 

 
Characteristics of  

academic component 

Full-time form of 
education 

29 International Relations, 
Specialty 291 International 
Relations, Public 
Communications and 
Regional Studies,  
International Information 
and Public Communications, 
Bachelor 

 

Normative 
Year of study: IV 
Semester: 8th   

Number of hours / credits Independent work 30 hours 
   

30 / 1 
Form of control:  
attestation 

Language of study: English 
 

2. INFORMATION ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR 
3.  

Name Serhii Fedoniuk 
Scientific Degree Candidate of Geographical Sciences 
Academic Title Associate Professor 
Title Associate Professor of the International Communications and Political Analysis 

Department 
Contacts sergii.fedoniuk@vnu.edu.ua 
Days Classes  according to the schedule (http://194.44.187.20/cgi-bin/timetable.cgi) 

 
3. DESCRIPTION OF AN ACADEMIC COMPONENT  

 
 Abstract of the course 

The syllabus of the educational component of the attestation exam is compiled in 
accordance with the educational and professional program International information and public 
communications of the bachelor's training in the specialty 291 International relations, public 
communications and regional studies. 

Prerequisites: completed courses from the educational program 
Effective preparation of students for such a form of control as a certification exam requires 

the formation of a system of competencies acquired during training, their actualization and 
highlighting of intersubject relationships, and is the task of this educational component. 

The attestation exam is held in the 4th year and aims to reveal the knowledge, abilities and 
skills of students from a number of general education and special disciplines, the study of which 
is provided for in the curriculum. The certification exam consists of three theoretical questions, 
each of which is valued at 100 points. 

The attestation exam program includes a number of disciplines, in particular: International 
information and public communications, Information and analytical activities in international 
relations, Mass communications, Strategic communications in international relations, 
Information policy and security, Analysis and forecasting of the foreign policy of countries and 
regions, Conflict studies and theory negotiations 
 
The purpose and tasks of the educational component 

The purpose of the attestation is to determine the actual compliance of the training of 
higher education seekers with the goals and requirements of the international relations, social 



communications and regional studies program of the first (bachelor) level, to check their 
knowledge, abilities and skills necessary for further professional activity. 

Applicants of higher education are provided with advisory assistance during preparation 
for the attestation exam, the generalization and systematization of the knowledge acquired during 
studies at the bachelor's level of higher education is stimulated, information is provided about the 
specifics of the procedure for conducting the attestation exam, drawing up tickets for the 
attestation exam and the structure of answers to them. 

The main task of the attestation exam is to determine the level of theoretical preparation of 
graduates for the goals and requirements of the educational and professional program 
«International information and public communications» specialty 291 International relations, 
public communications and regional studies of the bachelor's level of higher education, checking 
the abilities and skills of higher education applicants, the ability to solve complex specialized 
tasks and practical problems in the field of international relations, social communication and 
regional studies, foreign policy activities of states, international interactions between states, 
international organizations and non-state actors, which are characterized by the complexity and 
uncertainty of conditions and involve the application of theories of social sciences and special 
scientific methods of researching problems international relations in the process of professional 
activity, which involves the application of modern theories and methods. 
 
Learning outcomes (Competencies). 

 Effects Criterion code 
General 

competencies 
  The ability to realize one's rights and responsibilities as 
a member of society, to be aware of the values of civil 
society and the need for its sustainable development, the 
rule of law, the rights and freedoms of a person and a 
citizen of Ukraine. 

GC 1 

The ability to preserve and multiply moral, cultural, 
scientific values and achievements of society based on 
an understanding of the history and patterns of 
development of the subject area, its place in the general 
system and knowledge about nature and society, and in 
the development of society, technology and 
technologies, to use various types and forms of motor 
activities for active recreation and leading a healthy 
lifestyle. 

GC 2 

Knowledge and understanding of the subject area and 
professional activity. 

GC 4 

Ability to work in an international context. GC 5 
Ability to generate new ideas (creativity). GC 6 
Ability to apply knowledge in practical situations. GC 7 

Ability to think abstractly, analyze and synthesize. GC 8 

Ability to use information and communication 
technologies. 

GC 9 

Ability to communicate in the national language both 
orally and in writing. 

GC 10 

Ability to communicate in a foreign language. GC 11 



Ability to search, process and analyze information from 
various sources. 

GC 12 

 The ability to be critical and self-critical. GC 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special 
(professional)   
competencies 

 

Ability to identify features and trends of development, to 
understand the nature, dynamics, principles of 
organization of international relations, public 
communications and / or regional studies. 

 
SC 1 

Ability to analyze international processes in various 
contexts, including political, security, legal, economic, 
social, cultural and information ones. 

 
SС 2 

The ability to assess the state and directions of research 
in international relations and world politics in political, 
economic, legal sciences, in interdisciplinary studies. 

SС 3 

The ability to analyze the influence of the world 
economy, international law and domestic politics on the 
structure and dynamics of international relations and the 
foreign policy of states. 

SС 5 

The ability to analyze international integration processes 
in the world and on the European continent, and the 
place of Ukraine in them. 

SС 7 

Awareness of the national interests of Ukraine in the 
international arena. 

SС 8 

The ability to apply knowledge of the characteristics of 
the development of countries and regions, features and 
regularities of global processes and the place of 
individual states in them to solve complex specialized 
tasks and problems. 

SС 9 

Ability to analyze the structure and dynamics of 
international public communications, to identify their 
impact on the international system, state and public 
institutions. 

SС 10 

The ability to analyze the nature and evolution of 
international organizations, their place in the system of 
international relations, the main forms and perspectives 
of Ukraine's cooperation with them. 

SС 11 

 Ability to analyze the activities of international non-state 
actors and transnational relations. 

SC 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 

(LO) 

To know and understand the nature of international 
relations and regional development, the evolution, the 
state of theoretical studies of international relations 
and world politics, as well as the nature and sources of 
the policies of states in the international arena and the 
activities of other participants in international 
relations. 

LO 01 

To know and understand the nature and dynamics of 
international security, to understand the features of its 
provision at the global, regional and national level, to 
know the nature and approaches to solving international 
and internationalized conflicts. 

LO 02 



To know the nature of international cooperation, the 
nature of interaction between international actors, the 
relations of state and non-state actors in world 
politics. 

LO 03 

To know the principles, mechanisms and processes to 
ensure the foreign policy of states, the interaction 
between foreign and domestic policies, the definition 
and implementation of the national interests of states 
on the international arena, the process of forming and 
implementing foreign policy decisions. 

LO 04 

To know the nature and mechanisms of international 
communications. 

LO 05 

To know the nature and character of interactions of 
individual countries and regions at the global, regional 
and local levels. 

LO 06 

To carry out a description and analysis of the 
international situation, to collect from various sources 
the necessary information about international and 
foreign political events and processes. 

LO 07 

To collect, process and analyze large amounts of 
information on the state of international relations, 
foreign policy of Ukraine and other states, regional 
systems, international communications. 

LO 08 

To research the problems of international relations, 
regional development, foreign policy, international 
communications, using modern political, economic 
and legal theories and concepts, scientific methods 
and interdisciplinary approaches, to present research 
results, to provide appropriate recommendations. 

LO 09 

To fluently communicate in the state and foreign 
languages at the professional level required for 
professional discussion, preparation of analytical and 
research documents. 

LO 10 

To carry out an applied analysis of international 
relations, foreign policy of Ukraine and other states, 
international processes and the international situation 
in accordance with the objectives, prepare information 
and analytical. 

LO 11 

To have the skills of professional oral and written 
translation from/to foreign languages, in particular, 
from the professional subject of international 
cooperation, foreign policy, international 
communications, regional studies, bilateral and 
multilateral international projects. 

LO 12 

To conduct a professional discussion on issues of 
international relations, international communications, 
regional studies, foreign policy, to argue their position, 
to respect opponents and their views. 

LO 13 

To use modern digital technologies, specialized 
software, databases and information systems to solve 
complex specialized problems in the field of 

LO 14 



international relations, public communications and/or 
regional studies. 
To understand and apply current legislation, 
international normative documents and agreements, 
reference materials, current standards and technical 
conditions, etc., to solve complex specialized problems 
of international relations, public communications and 
regional studies. 

LO 15 

 To understand and defend the national interests of 
Ukraine in international activities. 

LO 16 

To have the skills of self-determination of educational 
goals and learning, finding educational resources 
necessary for their achievement. 

LO 17 

 
Structure of the academic component 

  
International Information and Public Communications 
Information paradigm of modern civilization. Basic concepts of international information. 

Sources of international information. Legal basis of international information. International 
information policy. Information policy of international organizations. Activities of UNESCO in 
the field of communications. Analytical studies of UNESCO in the field of information and 
communication. Information policy of intergovernmental European organizations. Information 
programs of intergovernmental European organizations. The informational dimension of the 
Council of Europe's activities. European information policy.. Information policy of international 
non-governmental organizations. TNCs and international information exchange. International 
information security. Information security in the activities of international organizations. 
International information and foreign policy. Information and analytical provision of foreign 
policy. Information provision of national interests in the international information space. 
Information and analytical provision of foreign policy of Ukraine. Infoethics. Information 
agencies in international information exchange. Analytical centers. 

 
Mass Communications 
Mass communication as a phenomenon. Theories of mass communication. Effects of 

mass communication. Phases of mass existence. Massification. Mass communicative influence. 
Mass media. Media theories. The manipulative influence of the media. Media security. 
Advertising communication. Models and theories of advertising perception and its impact. 
Neuromarketing in advertising. The essence of international advertising. 

Specificity and functions of political communication. Public sphere. Political PR. 
Political advertising. Propaganda, its types. Agitation, channels of agitation. Activities of press 
services of political parties. Spin doctoring. Political rhetoric / speechwriting. The problematic 
field of strategic communications. 

 
Strategic Communications in International Relations 
Strategic communications, their components. Media as a tool of strategic 

communications. Media literacy. NATO strategic communications. EU strategic 
communications in the context of common security policy. The EU's fight against Russian 
propaganda and Daesh extremism. Civil protection, humanitarian aid and peacekeeping activities 
as components of EU strategic communications. Strategic communications of Ukraine. 

 
Information Policy and Security 
Goals of information policy. Information policy of states. Coordination of international 

information policy. Security challenges and threats in the information age. Information-technical 



and socio-humanitarian aspects of information security. Information space and cyber space. 
Information Security and Cyber Security: A Comparative Analysis of Research Discourses and 
Policy Practices. National approaches to defining information security. Activities of international 
organizations in the field of information policy. Official documents of international 
organizations. Subjects of information influence are states and non-state actors. Objects of 
security in the information age. Information systems. Critical information infrastructure. 
Challenges and threats to national and international security associated with the impact on 
critical information infrastructures. Information terrorism and the transformation of international 
terrorism. Using the Internet for criminal purposes. The international political dimension of the 
problems of information terrorism and information crime. Alignment of forces on the world 
stage in connection with Russian and American initiatives in the field of information/cyber 
security. The work of the UN Security and Disarmament Committees, space, ITU, G7, regional 
organizations. Positions and interests of leading actors in the field of information security and 
Internet management. Correlation of the regional and global level of international cooperation in 
ensuring information security. 

Application of general principles of international law to fight in the information sphere. 
The international law of armed conflicts and its suitability for actions in the information sphere. 
International humanitarian law and its suitability for conflicts with the use of informational 
means. National approaches to the application of the law of international conflicts to the 
information sphere. 

National information policy of Ukraine. The main national interests of Ukraine in the 
information sphere. Basic principles of information security of Ukraine. Information security in 
the national security system of Ukraine. Directions of state policy in the field of information 
security of Ukraine. Information security strategy of Ukraine. Institutional and legal basis of 
information policy. Activities of state authorities of general competence. Activities of bodies of 
special competence. Activities of public associations and public institutions in the field of 
information policy. Information policy and security in the aspect of functioning of the foreign 
policy system of Ukraine. Institutional framework and organization. Ukraine's position on 
current issues of information policy and security. Interaction with international organizations. 
Cooperation in the field of information policy and security with foreign countries and the 
European Union. 

 
Conflic Studies and Negotiation Theory 
Conflict in the context of social development. Modern conflict theories. Components of 

the conflict. Analysis of social conflicts: some approaches. Basic approaches to the study and 
analysis of conflicts. Theory of negotiations. Negotiation process. Features of modern 
international negotiations. Typology of conflicts. International conflict. Political conflicts. 
Ethno-national conflicts. 

 
Analysis and Forecasting of the Foreign Policy of Countries and Regions 
Foreign policy and diplomacy. Internal factors of foreign policy. International politics 

and stratification. Types of behavior of states in the international arena. National interest as the 
basis of the state's foreign policy. Political analysis and information analytics. Information 
provision of political analytics. Political situation and stages of political analysis. Political 
forecasting: stages and methods. European civilization at the turn of the millennium: dialectics of 
development and contradictions. Pan-European and subregional organizations as instruments of 
international policy. Features of modern foreign policy problems. Conflicts in different regions 
of the world. Problems of security and cooperation in European politics. Human rights, national 
and religious minorities in modern European politics. Issues of education, science, culture and 
environmental protection in modern European politics. «Non-state diplomacy» and regional 
cooperation as effective directions of European policy. 

 



Information and Analytical Activity in International Relations 
Purpose, content and methodology of information and analytical work. Assumptions and 

predictions in information and analytical activities. System analysis and theory of operations in 
information and analytical work. Synergistic aspects of information and analytical work. 
Cognitive aspects of information and analytical work. The method of formation of the 
information base. Methodology for developing analytical forecasts in the field of international 
relations. Methods of analytical and synthetic processing of information. Preparation of 
informational and analytical documents. Information and analytical work in foreign institutions. 
Factors determining the state of the state and its position on the world stage. 
 

Issues for the exam 
 
International Information and Public Communications 
1. Information and communication policy of the state 
2. Information and communication policy of international organizations 
3. Foreign political communication technologies 
4. Information and psychological warfare 
5. International information security 
6. Information ethics 
7. Information provision of visits 
8. Information and explanatory work in the host country 
9. Information weapons 
10. International communications 
11. Public sphere in public communication 
12. Digital diplomacy 
13. Information society: advantages and threats 
14. Information law 
15. Information terrorism 
 
Mass Communications 
1. Mass communication process 
2. Verbal and non-verbal communications: features and types 
3. Speechwriting technology 
4. Political communications 
5. Advertising communications 
6. Strategic communications 
7. Propaganda and campaigning communications 
8. Manipulative techniques in mass communication 
9. Intercultural communications 
10. Power relations in political communication 
11. Mechanisms of emergence and development of spontaneous forms of mass behavior 
12. Theories of mass communication 
13. Effectiveness of mass communication 
14. Informal means of mass communication influence 
15. The problem of violence in modern media 
 
Strategic Communications in International Relations 
1. The emergence and evolution of the concept of «strategic communications» 
2. Public diplomacy as a component of strategic communications 



3. International PR as a component of strategic communications 
4. Information and psychological operations as a component of strategic communications 
5. Media in promoting the national interest of the state 
6. Media in shaping the image of the state and its leadership 
7. Media as a tool of destructive propaganda 
8. Specifics of NATO strategic communications 
9. NATO StraCom in promoting a positive image of the Alliance and clarifying NATO's mission 
10. Strategic communications in the EU 
11. Institutionalization of the EU strategic committee 
12. East StratCom – interaction with Eastern Partnership countries 
13. Institutionalization of strategic communications in Ukraine 
14. Promotion of the national interest of Ukraine abroad 
15. Fight against destructive propaganda and fakes 
 
Information Policy and Security 
1. Threats to information security of Ukraine. Types and sources of threats to the security of 
Ukraine and other countries in the information sphere. 
2. Activities of state authorities as subjects of ensuring information security of Ukraine. 
3. Normative-legal and institutional basis of information policy of Ukraine. 
4. Application of general principles of international law to the struggle in the information sphere 
5. International humanitarian law and its suitability for conflicts with the use of informational 
means 
6. Negotiation process and international cooperation in the field of ensuring information security 
7. Positions and interests of leading actors in the field of international information security and 
Internet management 
8. Initiatives in the field of information security. The position of the USA and Western countries 
9. Initiatives in the field of information security. The position of Russia 
10. Initiatives in the field of information security. The position of the European Union 
11. International cooperation in combating cybercrime 
12. Activities of international organizations in the field of information policy 
13. Subjects of information influence - states and non-state actors 
14. Work of UN Committees in the field of international information security 
15. International cooperation in ensuring information security: Ukraine's position on the issue of 
information security 
 
Conflict Studies and Negotiation Theory 
1. The subject, functions and structure of conflictology as a scientific field. 
2. Static and dynamic characteristics of conflicts. Conflict as a form of behavior 
3. Stages of the conflict and their main characteristics. 
4. The main types and forms of conflict behavior. 
5. The problem of conflict prevention, management, resolution. 
6. Negotiation theory as a field of scientific research. Factors of its actualization. 
7. Structure of negotiations. Negotiation functions. 
8. The main stages of negotiations and their characteristic features. 
9. Types of negotiations: classification criteria, essence, specifics of individual types. 
Multilateral negotiations. 
10. International negotiations: Their essence and specificity. 
11. The essence of mediation and its role in the conflict and negotiation process. 
12. Mediation technology: methods, techniques, stages. 
13. The culture of the negotiation process and its components. 
14. The essence of intrapersonal conflict. 
15. The essence of interpersonal conflict. Role conflicts 



Analysis and Forecasting of Foreign Policy 
1. Theoretical and methodological stages of the evolution of political analytics as a system of 
knowledge of the political world. 
2. Conceptual foundations of the study of modern methodology of political analysis. 
3. General methodological principles, types, types and forms of political analysis. 
4. The specificity of the expert system of methods in the political analysis of the modern political 
process. 
5. Political analytics as an expert-analytical system of scientific methods and procedures of 
problem formulation and analysis, forecasting, consulting, making and implementing decisions 
and programs. 
6. Information provision of political analytics. 
7. Political situation and stages of political analysis. 
8. Theoretical and methodological basis of political forecasting. 
9. Forecasting: stages and methods. 
10. Goals and limits of international information search and collection activities. 
11. International media monitoring as a tool of foreign policy forecasting. 
12. Media monitoring of complex international problems. 
13. Methods of analytical and synthetic processing of primary information. 
14. Referencing as a process of collating primary information. purpose of the annotation and its 
function. 
15. Preparation of review information and certain types of information documents. 
 
Information and Analytical Activity in International Relations 
1. To characterize the component structure of IAD. 
2. To analyze the characteristic properties of IAD. 
3. To determine the task of IAD in the system of international relations. 
4. Determine the types of source information for AI studies. 
5. To describe the methods of collapsing primary information. 
6. Describe the types of information documents. 
7. Describe the methods of empirical research. 
8. To characterize informational and forecasting methods. 
9. To reveal the method of problematic monitoring. 
10. Describe content analysis and event analysis as IAD methods. 
11. Describe the methods of abstracting. 
12. To characterize the information institutions of Ukraine that provide the sphere of 
international relations. 
13. Describe the activity of information structures of state authorities. 
14. Describe the main groups of information in the field of international relations. 
15. Classification of political forecasts according to various criteria. 
 

4. EVALUATION POLICY 
 

Academic Integrity Policy 
Any assistance to the student during the exam is prohibited. During the exam, students 

are not allowed to use additional means of information - printed, handwritten, electronic, 
copying and/or sharing information during the preparation and passing of the certification exam 



in any form (including the use of electronic media) is prohibited . The detection of signs of 
academic dishonesty during the preparation and/or taking of the certification exam is a reason for 
its failure, regardless of the scale of plagiarism or deception. 

A student's appeal statement about his disagreement with the assessment for the 
certification exam issued to him by the examination board can be submitted by the student only 
on the day of the exam in writing addressed to the chairman of the examination board. 

 
Deadlines and Repassing Policy 
If the student did not appear at the meeting of the commission to take the attestation 

exam, then a note is made in the protocol of the commission that he was not certified due to non-
appearance at the meeting of the commission. Students who have not passed the state exams in 
the term approved for them have the right to re-attestation in the next term of the commission's 
work within three years after graduation, provided there is a free licensed place in the chosen 
educational and professional program. 
 

5. GRADING SCALE 
 

Scores Linguistic 
Grade  

ECTS Grading Scale 
Grade 

 
Definition 

90-100 Excellent 
A 

outstanding 
performance 

82-89 Very good 
B 

above the average 
standard 

75-81 Good C generally sound work 
67-74 Satisfactory D not bad 
60-66 Sufficiently 

E 
performance meets 
the minimum criteria 

1-59 Fail Fx needed to retake 
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студентів галузі знань 29 «міжнародні відносини», спеціальностей 291 «міжнародні 
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